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Murraylands Gem & Mineral Club News 

Editorial Metal Detecting Competition 

Diary Dates Hi everyone, 

This is Part 3 of 3 of the MGMC Newsletter 2015 Winter 

Edition and continues on from Part 2 of 3 with a focus on the 
April 2015 MGMC/Southern Rockhounds field trip to the 

Olary District, South Australia, and the May 2015 Rockarama 

'Crystal and Craft Fair' and the May 2015 South Australian 
Metal Detecting Championships. Both events were quite 

significant and enjoyable activities for the members involved. 

Gerri and Alan Cook have contributed an interesting article 

(with photos included) covering the combined 
MGMC/Southern Rockhounds Olary District fieldtrip in April. 

Unfortunately, the district's much needed rain arrived; which 

meant fossicking was brought to a halt. I'm sure; it's a good 
excuse for returning and having another go. 

In early May we ran a very successful Rockarama 'Crystal and 

Craft Fair' and a very successful metal detecting competition, 
despite camping/trader numbers being a bit down on the oval. 

Thanks must go to the participating club members and local 

district caterers for their enthusiasm to make it work once 
more. 

Thanks must also go to the generosity and support of our major 

metal detecting competition sponsors: Garrett Australia and 
Miners Den Adelaide. In particular, thanks to Colleen and 

Warren McGrath, Andrew Shelly, and Ian Aitken. 

It is very good to see junior competitors participating and 
enjoying a great outdoor activity. How about a dream coming 

true; well Cooper Marker (right) may not have had such a 

dream, but reality for him winning two detectors in a one day 
event must seem like a dream. 

Seniors had their fun and joy too - see below. 

Regards, Mel. 

 

 

 

 

 

 June 20th to 21st, 2015 

Tea Tree Gully Gem and 
Mineral Club Exhibition 

(Biennial). 
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April 2015 - Out and About - Field Trips in the Olary District, SA. 

MGMC and Southern Rockhounds 

Combined Field Trip to the Olary 

District, SA. 

Tuesday 14th April 2015: 

On Tuesday 14th April 2015, members of 

Murraylands Gem and Mineral Club and 

Southern Rockhounds headed to Olary and 

Tikalina Station. After meeting their hosts 

(Helen and Andy) Bronte, Maurice, Alan, and 

Gerri setup their accommodation at the Tikalina 

Station shearers' quarters. 

 

Maurice, Bronte, and Alan at Tikalina shearing quarters. 

At 5.30pm, with Bronte as our chauffer, we 

headed back to the Olary Hotel where we were 

joined by Pam and Paul from Queensland. 

Together, we met up with the Southern 

Rockhounds who had camped nearby at the 

Olary pull off. 

Then we all went in to the Olary Hotel where 

the hosts, Sam and ?, cooked us a delicious 

roast tea. 

 

The apple pie dessert did not eventuate, 

nevertheless, we enjoyed after dinner chocolates 

instead. 

 

Opportunistic Bronte made the most out of the 

happy gathering by selling as many raffle 

tickets as he possibly could. I'm sure Bronte's 

motto is, 'Never let a chance slip by!'  

 
Bronte selling raffle tickets - Olary Hotel. 

Then back we went to the shearers' quarters 

and caravans for a peaceful nights sleep; a 

beautiful autumn evening. 

Wednesday 15th April 2015. 

Following breakfast, we all met at the Olary 

Hotel with our field trip host, Trevor Dart, 

from the Broken Hill Gem Club. He then took 

us to Kings Bluff to fossick for crystals. It was 

a beautiful morning on the hillside and success 

was had by all; with Trevor finding his find 

for the day. We even had extra company with 

a local turning up at our site; local snake that 

is. It made a few people a bit wary about 

where they sat or dug. 

 

At lunch time we headed back to Tikalina 

Station with the Southern Rockhounds and 

visitors from Qld, Victor Harbor, Broken Hill, 

and Newcastle joining us. Everyone settled, 

lunch was had by all, and Trevor cleaned his 

"find!" 

In the afternoon we headed to the New Luxem-

burg Mines (Trevor had a little difficulty 

finding them - but, really, I think he wanted to 

give us a little 4WD training). We found 

peacock ore, fools gold, pyrites and malachite. 

 

We then walked amongst the ruins and mines, 

and read the interesting and bizarre story on 

the Walter 'Watty' McDonald gravesite plaque. 

Maurice didn't quite find his 'retirement fund' 

with his detecting, but some interesting relics 

and future faceting pieces were found. 

 
Walter 'Watty' McDonald's gravesite. Enlarge this photo to 

500% and read the bizarre story on the plaque. 

 
Maurice metal detecting. 

Back to the shearer's quarters - tea had by all. 

Then it was an "all men's night" in the mess, 

with lots of interesting stories (including some 

furphies maybe) until about 10pm then they 

retired to bed. (The ladies had a quiet time in 

their rooms/vans.) 

Thursday 16th April 2015. 

After a blowy night, everyone is up and 

organized early, and checked the ominous 

clouds moving in. At about 9am, after visiting 

the museum by the homestead, we headed out 

to the Radium Hill Mine accompanied by a few 

spots of rain and a chilly wind. Nevertheless, 

everyone enjoyed looking for pyrites, davidite, 

actinolite, stibnite to name a few finds. From 

there we headed to the 'swimming pool' - 

amazing what they built in the early days. 

 

From there we visited the remains of the 

township area where we could still see lots of 

steps leading to missing front doors and garden 

layouts. The Radium Hill Pioneers Cemetery, 

(which borders on the edges of Maldorky and 

Tikalina Stations) was interesting reading and a 

credit to the Historical Society responsible for 

preserving the area. This included their camp 

site, which provided a little relief from the cold 

and rain for lunch time. 

We then headed off, with a little more bush 

bashing, to a kyanite area to fossick. But, the 

inclement weather was starting to move in, so 

back to the homestead we headed with a little 

slipping and sliding.  
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April 2015 - Out and About - Field Trips in the Olary District, SA. 

 

A couple of hours were spent with hot cuppas, 

happy hour, and Helen demonstrated how easy 

it was to do 'wire-wrapping'. 

 

To be sure, wire wrapping demands such 

patience, but in the end the time is well enjoyed 

- thanks Helen. 

 

A combined tea was had by all, which was 

followed by a very informative talk about 

Broken Hill presented by Trevor Dart. Outside 

it was still raining steadily as people retired to 

their beds for the night. 

Friday 17th April 2015. 

We woke in the morning to the patter of rain - 

'beautiful one day - perfect the next' - well it 

was for the station owners; they were rapt. 

 

Everyone was packed and cleaned up by 

9.30am. We then all assembled by the 

homestead, where we presented Trevor with a 

gift basket and thanked him for a great time. 

'Good byes' were said to new friends made, and 

then the convoy moved out to the main road 

where everyone headed off on their respective 

ways home. 

Some met at Yunta for morning tea where it 

was still raining quite heavily at times with 

plenty of water across the road; good for 

washing the red mud off from under the cars 

and caravans. 

 

The Yunta River, which was a dry river bed on 

the way up was now a sight to see. 

 

It will be good to return and see Kalabity 

Station and find more treasures; weather 

permitting. A great time; with good friends. 

Regards, 

Gerri and Alan Cook. 

See more details about the Olary and New 

Luxemburg Mine area via the following links... 

The mines & minerals in the Olary province of S.A. : Radium 
Hill and New Luxemburg mining areas  

'The mines & minerals in the Olary 

province of S.A. : Radium Hill and New 

Luxemburg mining areas.' by Kevin R. 

Kakoschke O.A.M. and Glyn L. Francis. 

 

'THE RADIUM HILL AREA' 

https://brokenhillmineralclub.wikispaces.com/file/view/Radi
um+Hill+Article.pdf 

*** 

Additional Photos taken by Bronte Rowe...  

 

 

Shearer's Quarters 

Trevor given a gift basket and thanked for providing a great time 

>>> 

 

 

 

 

 
Radium Hill Cemetery 
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May 2015 Rockarama 'Crystal and Craft Fair' - Committee Members' Reports 

Contributed by Terry and June... 

 

 

The Bookings were less than average this year 

which may be due to the close proximity in 

time of the 2015 National Gemboree held at 

Horsham over the Easter holiday period. 

 

The new alfresco eating area very much 

brightened up the whole veranda with colourful 

table cloths, flowers and plants in the garden. It 

was a great idea; thanks to Gerri and Janet. 

 

The entertainment, which was Bingo in the 

main Hall, was a bit of fun for those who 

joined in. A big thank you to Patricia Mabbitt 

for putting in her time to help the club put on 

the bingo evening. 

 

The traders were generous again this year; 

giving some very nice things as donations for 

our well known and popular Auction Night. 

Thank you to those who made a donation. And, 

a thank you to those who purchased items. 

 

The major detecting sponsors were also very 

generous with the items given out as prizes to 

the metal detecting competitors. I'm sure 

Warren and Colleen (Garrett Australia) got a 

surprise to see how much fun and bantering 

went on at our auction on Saturday night. 

Thank you to both major sponsors: Garrett 

Australia (represented by Warren and Colleen 

McGrath from Cairns, and Andrew Shelly from 

Adelaide), and Miners Den Adelaide 

(represented by Ian Aitken and his helper, both 

from Adelaide). All those nice people gave 

willingly. All money raised helps our club 

enormously. 

 

There was a good variety of food each day and 

at reasonable prices. We bought food from all 

caterers and thought that they all did a good job 

in their presentation and the food tasted good 

too. 

 

Although the public was a bit thin out on the 

oval on Sunday; nevertheless, the place was 

full of detecting people and they filled up the 

area near to the club rooms. Just the sheer 

excitement from them getting ready to go out 

on the paddocks rubs off on you and the air is 

filled with folk having fun. As a spectator, I 

found it to be a good event to watch. 

All in all, we must not forget to thank the 

weather gods for giving us a good week end of 

weather for a change. 

To all the of MGMC members, kind regards, 

Terry and June. 

 

 

Contributed by Kym Loechel... 

Auction Report 

Evening of Saturday May 2nd 2015 

Once again the auction was a huge success 

making a profit of about $1300.00. 

Donations were good this year with some 

quality items including two Metal Detectors 

donated by Garrett Australia and Miners Den 

SA although I was disappointed with the prices 

they bought. 

 

The highlight was a penguin which made 

$27.00 which was then donated to one of my 

young helpers only for her do donate it to a 

young boy who was desperate to have it. 

Lovely stuff and very proud of Tamika Molloy 

for her actions. Gives you faith in the younger 

generation doesn’t it. 

 

Thanks to all who helped out as runners on the 

night.  

 

A very special thanks to Gerry and Terry 

(could be a cartoon act here??) for the excellent 

way in which the finances were handled on the 

night. Very well done indeed. 

Auctioneer 

Kym Loechel. 
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May 2015 Rockarama 'Crystal and Craft Fair' - Committee Members' Reports 

Contributed by Kym Loechel... 

South Australian Metal Detecting 

Championships - 2015 Report. 

 

This year's event saw excellent entries with 124 

competitors taking part; 12 were juniors, which 

is very encouraging. 

 

The event was helped massively with the 

outstanding sponsorship from Garrett Australia 

which certainly attracted many competitors. 

 

Miners Den SA and Minelab also sponsored 

the event. 

 

Collectively, the sponsors made it one of the 

most successful competitions to date. 

 

Six detectors were presented along with dozens 

of other excellent prizes. 

 

 

 

 

 

As usual the presentations required some 

“flexibility” as many of the “treasures” once 

again proved elusive. This meant the major 

prize from Garrett Australia came down to a 

draw and made one Cooper Marker, from 

Wasleys, a VERY happy 10 year old indeed. 

 

Doug Hughes, Andrew Shelly, Colleen McGrath and Warren McGrath. 

Huge thanks to Colleen and Warren McGrath 

for their support over the weekend and I hope 

they did well in sales. Thank you also to 

Andrew Shelly (Shelleys Lapidary Supply’s) 

the new South Australian Garrett dealer. 

 

Thanks also to Miners Den SA and MineLab 

Australia for their support. Without these 

sponsors the event could not take place. 

 

Special thanks to Doug Hughes for kicking of 

the Garrett Sponsorship. 

 

Once again the event would not have taken 

place without Rubein Geister who did a 

fantastic job once again. 

Thank you to all the stewards who helped out. 

Thank you to all competitors; all were very 

well behaved and all seemed very happy with 

the event, particularly, the wonderful weather. 

Convener, 2015 South Australian Metal 

Detecting Championships, Kym Loechel. 
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May 2015 Rockarama 'Crystal and Craft Fair' and SA Metal Detecting Championships - Photo Gallery 

May 2015 Rockarama 'Crystal and 

Craft Fair' - Committee Members' 

Reports Continued... 

Contributed by Janet and Mel Jones... 

 

The club mineral sales stall proved to be quite 

successful in making sales this year; taking 

$1,346.50 over the 3 days. This seemed rather 

surprising as traders and camper numbers were 

down a bit from previous years. 

 

Maybe, we hit a 'sweet spot' made up from the 

following speculative factors: 

 generally, good weather throughout the 

event 

 less traders (less competition) 

 offering reasonable discount to traders 

prepared to buy in quantity 

 offering very low priced items that 

appealed to younger customers. 

Our records suggest that this has been the best 

sales event for the club mineral stall at the 

Palmer location. 

Regards, Janet and Mel Jones. 

*** 

Rockarama Photo Gallery 

 

Pre-Rockarama, but related - Terry and Jeff at 

the 'Market Place', Murray Bridge, SA - selling 

MGMC Rockarama Main Raffle Tickets. 

Ticket sales and club promotion was organised 

and coordinated by Bronte Rowe. 

 

*** 

 

 
Quartz var. Amethyst - Victoria River Downs Station NT 

Aus. 

 

Tahlea and Chloe preparing breakfast - fundraising project 

for Duke of Edinburgh Award related to a future trip to New 

Zealand. Excellent breakfast and service. 

 

Daytime catering by Rex and Maurice - raising money for 

IOOF Lodge. 

 

 
Charge starting from above! 

 
Trader to trader talk. 

 

 
Metal Detector Competitors being read the 'Riot Act'! 

 

 

Jill, Bronte, and Jeff - Rockarama main raffle sales. 

 

Old, but still works. 

*** 
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